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The fellowing is s translavion of o report on Danube shipping prepared by
Famerich Frengke of the Controll Compagnie, Vienns, and forwerded om 27 August
1948 to the Socldté Genérals de Surveillance in Geneva, Switzerlands :

Stetus of the Danubs

1, 1In spite of all ths efforts of the occupation authorities, the govermment
authorities, the shipping administrations, and the interested business enter=
prises, it has not been possible to restore Danube shipping to its full volumej
this situation can be asoribed mainly to the famct that the concept of "German
property in Auetria" is being variously interproted. Another contributory
factor is the prevailing unmsertainty concerning the future status of the Danube.

2, The Austrian Srate Doneu-Dampfechiffahrte-Gesoilsahalt in Vienna {DD3G), which
wes the most imporbant shipping comoern on the Danube and whose shipping fa-
silities have bsen taken over by verious Danublen countries (now including
Russia) end by the Americsn ocsupetionm suthoritiss sbove Lins, has besn &af-
faated %o such a degres by the prevailing situation that 1t is foroed to re-
main idle at the present time, Howaver, the remaiming Danube shipping con-
carns are also suffering s s result of this confused situation; they are e-
bliged to exercise great caution and in gemsral limit their river traffie to
intsrnal shipping. Ancther, but not the least, obstacle toward the resumption
of rormel Denubas traffic has boon the partitioning of the shipping fleet which
was sbill intect after the war. With rogard te this question, it may be re-
called that only recemntly Yugoslavia lodged a clain domanding the returz of
her ships which are now lying on the upper Denube.

Austria snd tha Daunube

5. Ae im reepsot to ell other matters, Austria ls sxtremely sager for a polution
of the Daunbe question. HNothing could please the Austrian Goversment, the
interested administrations, and the Austrian comneroial enterprises more than
an spportunity to make a useful contribution vYoward the solubicn of this
problem. £Lo Jjudge by the statements whish have been made by govermment of-
?igials and in the press, the difference of opinion botween the great powers
ccmaists in the fact that the Soviet Union desires & regional administration
and supsrvision of Danubs shipping by the Danube coumtries, while the United
States and Grest Britain support complete intornationslization of the river.
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9?0 us Ausbrians it is not only the settlement of the aforomentioned quastion
“hat is important, but ebove all we are coucernad about the fats of the Yrsis
Donau-Dampfshiffehrts-Gessellschalt, which has existed since 1829 and which
wns and is the troditional representative of fustrian Danube navigation,

The illegal incorporaticn of the DDSG into the lrnrman industrisl progrem
has resulted in the fact that, according %o one interpretation of the Pous-

dam Apresneat, the ¢oncern 1s now to be ciazsi fied as “"GCerman properiy in
3 &
Austria’ >

The Pollowing lists the total of ships in the BISG fleet in 1558 and the total
of remaining ships in 1840:

1938 1945
Sl it
Ships T2 sescucecencencossnossnucaoscnesssanc OF
Barges B71 sioossosceansonecvnssossarvavaascsas OLO
Tankers B7 ceevoasccesssssussesancessasvavaseas LLZ

Mlostn {(Schwimkaehno)] 28 tivecesccesscssucssscooavoanaanc can O3

The above proves that,with the excepiion of the tunkers, many ships have besn
108t by the fleet, despite the Pact Thalt a large number of new vessels wares
sted vessels, the following ere at present

built during the war, O0f the above-1i
ahove Linz wnder U.8. administration:

.z
Ships wemevescssvsansaooan L
s

!ﬁarg‘;ﬁt} PP S OCPUCRIIIEOC DS 180
Tanl o 6‘)
ANKSErS s venswssnavacceecono P4

A3 L4
FloatB cecesveswscascswaswan ¢

the following equipment has basa contiscated by the Russianas and, for the
“08t parb, transferred susside of Austrias

Ships ssannavesecsenTIHBOA 18
BACPES  comsessncnsenscoavoo L3B
?ﬂnkﬁr’ﬂ CHEB OB D ERNB VNGO TT R &4
Floal8 ceensevscowsascovcscn i&

While specific information is avaeilsble eoncerning the number and the cone
Aition of she vessels in the American done, the complote lack of contact with
the middle and lower Danube has made it impsssible to obisin exect information
on the present number and the condition of the vessels under Soviet sontrol.
The Austrian Plag has disappeared “ron the Oanube. Freight traffic is at a
stendstill, and the only “raffic is thet which operates locally batween Linz
and Lneelhartszell. The D55 is still drawing on its capital; wapes and
salaries are belnp paid to speeimiized personnel which could not Le repluced
i it left the company. All contact has been interrupted betweon ai'filiated
eoncerns sbrosd, including the coal mine in recs {Itungary) ent the shipyards
in Budapest. The shipyard at Korneubury is veing administered by the iusaismns.
Yiver navigation has beeu resuned under the Hussian flag batween Jienna and
nearby resorts. A snall volume ol cargo traffic is being operated from the
Russian Zone to the lower Jumibe.

temepite the very heovy dsmege to the opersitionel Pacilities, sapscially in the
Vienns port, a reburn of its Cleet would enable the L1EBG to absorb a consider-
able volume of business. In 1938, hetween ong and a hall million toms of
freipght were handled by the Augtrisnm Uanube porta; ons million tons of this
freaight wes handled by the L35G,
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The DDSG and the Soviet Authorities in Austria

From the very bogimning, the Soviet authorities made a great effort to obe
tain a large interest in the DDSG. It wag their intention to control 80% of
the company. The NUSG, as well as the Austrian Govsriumeont, opposed this and
refused to acoept any of the Sovist proposals. In support of this rejection,
it was poinited out that the DDSG had bsen an fustrian enterprise for more
than one huhdred years and could, therefors, not be classified as Gorman
propsrty. lFurthermore, it was contended that the Council of Foraign Minise
ters had as yet failed to give u definite interpretation to the Potadam Apree~
ment in connection with the future status of the Danubs snd of German proper-
ty- The Russians, having failed to achieve their purpose through direct and
amicable negoviations, are now apparently intent on naking other arrangements

25X1A6a before the status of the Danube is settled and have resortad to particularly 25X1A6a
ﬂetic measures in order to force a rapid solution of the problem.

12,

13,

16.

17.

B Comment: For informetion concerning the establishment of a new Russian-
owned First Danube Steam Havigation Conpany (Pervoye Dunevskoys Parochodnoye
Ubghtshestvo) using the DDSG port installations, see our previous report of
4 OCotober 1946}

Losding fmd Reloading Facilities in Viemnsm, eve-

The DDSG inetallation in Vienns«irantorkei wore compleitely destroyed during
the war, and it cannot be expscted that they will bs repeired in the near
futurs. The following installations are the only ones which have renained
in working order: '

The DDSG instellation in Vienna=Zwischenbr Nokeng

The Viemna municipal warshouses in Viemna-Lagerhaus and Albern;

The instsllations of the Hungarian River and Sea Navipation Compeny (MPIR)
at Vienna-lundelskai;

The installations of the Sayrischer Lloyd in Viema-~Donaukaibahuhof (these
installations are at present being used by Soviet shipping);

‘he installetions of the (ochoslovakische Donauschiffehrts A. G. in Viemnse
Kaiserplabtz.

The Viemns silo installations in Viemnas-Lagerhaus end in the Albern port are
at present hsing administersd Ly the municipality of Viennsa.

The loadinz and other instellaetions in Linz are interct and are under American
edninistration. :

The Passau installations, although heavily damapad, are still usable; the Regense
burg installations, on the other hand, were almost completely destroyed during
the wer and much repair work will still be needed befnore they are restored.

These installations are alsc under fmerican administration.

There 1s no reliable information concerning the installationa on the middle and
lower Danube; however, it appears that tho most lmportant points, such as
Bratislava, Budepest, Helgrade, eotc., are in condition to operate on & limited
scale.

The following navigation comphnias existed bLefore 1938:

a- Germany Abbreviation
Bayrischer Lloyd, Schiffehrts AG, Regensburg BL
Josaf Yallner, Schiffahrtsunternehmung, Deggendorf
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Austria Abbreviation
Erste Donau Dampfschiffahrts-Gesellachaft DDSG
Vienng 1II, Hintere Zollamtstrusse 1 i
shddeutsche Donau=-Dampfachiffahris-Gesellschaft, Vienna SDG

{administered by the DDSG in the interim)

Continentals Hotorschiffahrts A.G., Viemns 1 COATOS
Wipplingarstrasse 34 (originally a Dutch company )

Shipping Co::;pahies Abroad:

C%choslovnkische Doneuschiffahrts AcG.y Bratislava cSpr
(resumed operations, although on 2 limited scale)

Nungarian River ond Sea Navigetion Company, Budapest MFTR
Yugoslav Shipping Compuny, RBelgrade JRP

Bulparian Danube Shipping Conpsny, Sofia BRP

Navirstion Fluviale Roumaine, Bucharest NFR

Service Maritime Roumain, Bucharest SR

{thes above shipping companies have resumed opesrstions,
although on a limited scale)

Societé Frengaise de Navigation Danubienne, Paris SFND
(maintained u reprosentative in Vienna)

The following companies have besn esteblished since the cossation of
hostilities in 1948:

Pervoye Dunavskoys Parochodnoye Obshtshestvo, Vienna 11, w
Taborstrasse 24a (the newly croated Russian-owned DDSG)

Sowjetische stastliche Donauschiffehrta-tesellschaft, Spay
Vienna IV, Yiohllebengasse 9 (head office in Budnpes‘t)
Hungarian-Soviet Baviration Company, Budepsst ' HEZHART

€'

Soviet-Romanien Navigation, Bucharest SOVTOHU
(includes the NFR and the SHR)
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